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Message from the Head of School

Dear Parents

What a busy start to the second half term it has been with COVID-
19 taking centre stage. Last week we closed because of the virus while
we deep cleaned our entire campus. It was fantastic to see our staff
come together and get this done across all areas of the school. In the
afternoon, we sat down for training in online learning to prepare
ourselves for when we will need to put this in place.

This is a good time to talk to your children about COVID-19, what it
is, what health systems we have in place and how we are dealing with it.
Children have a lot of curiosity and it is a good time to reinforce with
them that we as adults are working to keep them safe. While there may be changes to our usual
routines, learning to be resilient is an important life skill for our learners to develop that will prepare
them well for later life.

At UDIS, we have set in place a number of procedures to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19.
Mostly these revolve around social distancing to avoid the spread of germs to others. The guidance
from health authorities also stress the importance of frequent handwashing while avoiding touching
the face. Please see our H&S section later in the newsletter for more information.

COVID-19 will have an effect on the rest of our year’s activities. Our international week has
already changed to becoming a class based event and Songkran will change in a similar fashion. The
Ministry of Education has directed us to avoid any large events with lots of people involved and we
will follow this. This also means that we are looking to see what our end of year event might look like.
Certainly it will be different to prior years.

Finally, to make up for the closures last week, we are announcing the following as makeup days.
We are cancelling our planned holiday on Wednesday 6 May and this will be a full school day instead.
Further, our last day of year is likely to be a full day of school.

Best regards
Dr. Lindsay Stuart
Head of School
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Student success at UDIS

Well done to students at the Udon Thani provincial Thai competitions that were held in November of last year.
Our students placed well in a number of competitions including Chris and Natasha who received Gold medals in
Art and Bua who received the same for Singing. Last month, Ms. Nard, our Thai Director, gave out awards to

students that participated in these events:
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Early Years Update
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Early Years Update

K2 class update - Exploring Antarctica!
By Ms Jane, K2 teacher

This week in K2 we have been exploring Antarctica. We made our classroom really cold so
we could find out what people feel like who visit the continent.
We have found out that penguins and seals live there and we’re interested in finding out about
the researchers, scientists and tourists who go to stay there.
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Pn’mar;; Years UEdate

Year 2 class update - Forces and Helicopters
By Mr John K., Year 2 teacher

In Year 2 class we have been investigating forces and finding out the names of forces that are
acting around us. We now know about; gravity, friction, air resistance, pushing and pulling forces.
Then with our new knowledge we had to create a helicopter that would stay in the air the longest.
In reading, we are very happy with the children's reading progress. We want to encourage every
child to read every night. In mathematics we are finding out the names of different units of
measurement. We have been using the greater than and less than symbols to show our understanding
of place value.
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Year 4 class update - From Thailand to North America!
By Mvr Seth, Year 4 teacher

Year 4 learners have teamed up with Mr. Mark and Year 6 to go on a journey exploring North
America! Students were able to learn about famous North American artists and try creating their
own examples. Students also discovered the famous artist and wilderness conservationist John
Muir. Finally, learners recorded various interesting facts about the many countries that make up
North America including Canada, USA, and the Bahamas. Did you know there are 23 countries in
North America?

In UOI students have been learning all about how the world works in regards to changes in the
earth and its atmosphere having impacts on the way people live. We have enjoyed discovering how
humans are changing the atmosphere with Co2 and causing global temperatures to rise. We have
also examined how the hydrosphere works and how water can change the earth.

Finally, learners are finding out why mountains form and earthquakes happen due to tectonic
plate movement.
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Year & update - Discovering North America
By Mr Mark, Year & teacher

The Year 6 class has been learning about the continent of North America. They were keen to
learn new and interesting facts, traditions and customs about some of the 23 countries that make up
this continent. As part of International Week the learners have been exploring various art forms
and artists from this continent. In addition, the learners have also been learning about North
American literature and authors who have written famous novels and stories. Some examples of the
work that our Year 6 learners have completed can be seen in the classroom and are also on display

in the PY building.
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Modern languages - Thai

In Thai, our learners have been learning about Thai culture and history. We have been
researching about Thai history, how Thailand became a country and the important kings of
each reign. We also learned about Thai traditions from the past and how they have influenced
our daily lives today. Finally, we have been learning about changes in the Thai flag over the
years and how the Thai alphabet has changed.
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Thank you for your cooperation last week in
evacuating your children from school. The time
that the student's were not here was used to deep

clean the whole school. We have not had any o
official reported cases of COVID 19 in

Udon Thani and we at school are actively @
promoting the best ways for our children to stay

healthy. Primarily the ways we are suggesting to ;

the student's are WO BRM | emipsim Lo isam
1. To keep your hands clean (frequent hand e B Z_

washing) and try to not touch your face.

2. If you are coughing or sneezing to cover your ‘omempsan  (ommpsim Lo ipsem

mouth and/or wear a mask. . ,"
- . :' .

For those learners that are in quarantine, you are ==~ = —

PO O T IA

Inquiry corner

The students at UDIS are engaged in a style of learning known as inquiry.
This means that their questions are taken into account when teachers plan courses of
learning. Throughout the learning journey, students are supported in continually
asking questions and considering how best to find answers.

Inquiry is certainly not just for primary school children. When we think about how
we, as adults, live day to day then we see that all of us are continually engaged in some
kind of inquiry. For example, our Songkran break is coming up soon, and so I need to
find out about where to go. I’ve done a lot of inquiry into Laos! I only intended to find
a few simple facts about immigration procedures, but in fact I ended up reading so
much more about the country and watching videos too. I learned so much because I
was inquiring into something that was meaningful and relevant to me.

As you support your child in their learning at home please take their personal
interests into account. When they start inquiring into the things that interest them,
then the potential for enduring understanding of the learning is greatly increased.
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House Update

UDIS has a House system comprising of five house teams.
This is the third year that we implemented the house system at our school.

The current house point totals are:

House team Current points

Red House 215

Blue House 210

Black House 231

Green House 272 " . .
Yellow House 270

Parent cafe

Our Parent cafe for 2019/2020 will resume this year and the upcoming events are:
Date Topic

16/03/2020 Student led conferences & high quality learning

The next parent cafe is “Student led conferences & high quality learning” with the PY team on Monday
16 March, 2020.

@ o
& Café
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School board update - Summary of meeting held on Friday 22 November, 2019

The school operates a school board which oversees how the school is operated and makes decisions
on policy, fees and budgets. The parent volunteers role is to look out for the interests of parents on the
school board so that the Board can consider the interests of parents when it makes decisions.

On Friday 22 November, the school held its second Board meeting of the year. The Board lineup for
this year is:

Acting Chairman: K. Siriphat Pukpo
Representative of the Owner & Licensee K. Siriphat Pukpo
Honorary member #1 Mr. Kurt Lunstrum
Honorary member #2 K. Wicha Chanklom
Parent representative #1 K. Kasama Kraikutree
Parent representative #2 Ms. Chen Wenshan Dawn
Teacher representative Mr. Mark Abbadessa
School Director K. Sineenad Chamat
Board member Dr. Lindsay Stuart

In the second meeting of the year, the Board completed the appraisal of the Head of School for the
2018/2019 academic year and set targets for the 2019/2020 academic year. The Board then discussed
strategy and planning for next year that would inform the approval of the new school budget for
2020/2021. The Board believed we needed to do better in marketing the benefits of the school to parents
and suggested a regular climate survey to gauge parent perceptions. The Board also confirmed the plan
to proceed step by step until the Diploma Programme (DP) which provides options for parents to
continue with our style of learning until the end of high school. The Board then identified its work for
the remainder of the year which includes finding new Board members and completing its technology
plan amongst other things.

The next Board meeting is planned for Friday 21 February.

PTA update - Summary of meeting held on Monday 20 January 2020

First topic of this meeting was about where we are headed into the next academic year. Lead by
our vision statement it is to inspire internationally-minded, balanced learners who thrive and
become active, global citizens. We celebrate and respect cultural diversity and we offer a 21st
century internationally based curriculum.:

. Not textbook based, but offering practical, real-life applications of learning both in class and
outside class

. We are accountable for meeting grade level standards, which are measured using internal and
external assessments

. Hitting standards through content our learners can understand and become actively engaged
in

We have known for a long time that there will be a new International School in the area. Our
school is very different, it’s been very popular, and it provides access to best-practice education
needed for our modern world.
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PTA update - Summary of meeting held on Monday 20 January 2020
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Next we talked about the development of our UDIS campus in preparation for starting the MYP
and the opening of our new Primary building. These include new classrooms, a science lab, a Design
Technology lab specific arts spaces, a large meeting room, a full sized sports field, a new nurses room
and improved parking facilities. We looked at an overview of a campus map which has been published
in our recent newsletter
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The school is currently looking at choosing an appropriate uniform style for our MYP students.
Ideas are being sought from parents, students and staff. We also intend to review EY and PY uniforms
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Ms Cynthis spoke to us about our upcoming International Week. Ms Cynthia spoke about our
initial plans for International Week. This year there is a major focus on encouraging greater parental
involvement, especially in celebrating the nationalities within our UDIS community
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Ms Rachel spoke about our Sports Days. This year there will be an EY Sports Day on 13 February
and a PY Sports Day on 14 February. The emphasis is on fun and participation. We shall share more
details closer to the event. Sports Days are part of a whole week where UDIS will focus on Thriving as
our central theme for our learning.
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Communication is very important, The school had created the School Line official Account @udis
to develop professional communication effectively between school and parents. Parents agreed to this
and also would like to keep Line Group “UDIS Community”
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Finally we discussed about upcoming events including Chinese New Year on Thursday, Children
are requested to wear Chinese costumes or can wear house shirts as usual and we will have some
activities to do the Chinese snack at our assembly. Parents are invited to a ‘Meet our new principal!’
meeting. Learn about the MYP and DP and where our programmes lead with Mr. Rob Taylor
Monday 27J anuary 3.00 in the Communlty Hub.
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Qur next PTA meeting will be PTA#5 on Monday 2 March, 2020
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Community Partnership Programme (CPP)

Dear Parents, Student and UDIS staffs

CPP Line QR Code:

We have our UDIS CPP official line application. We will update this
in CPP line application for news, discount and promotion of the month.

Promotion from CPP in March
Barn Na Cafe' discount 10% for you if you show our UDIS CPP coupons.
Sample of CPP Coupons:
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2019/09/0100:00 ~ 2020/07/3119:00
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Promotion from Eng Inc Udonthani
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School Terms and Dates 2019/2020

UDIS operates three terms per school year as follows:

Term 1 (80 days)

School start: Tuesday 13 August, 2019

Half term break: 14-23 October, 2019 (1 week & 3 days)
Finish: Friday 13 December, 2019
Term 2 (61 days)

Start: Tuesday 7 January, 2020

Half term break: 17-18 February, 2020 (2 days)
Finish: Friday 3 April, 2020

Term 3 (41 days)

Start: Monday 20 April, 2020

Half term break: 18-19 May, 2020 (2 days)
Finish: Friday 19 June, 2019

Friday 19 June is likely to be a full day of school.

Teacher Only Days
Teacher only day #1 Wednesday 23 October, 2019 (Substitute from Tuesday)
Teacher only day #2 Monday 6 January, 2020

Public holidays

Queens Birthday Monday 12 August 2019

King Bhumibol Memorial Day Monday 14 October, 2019
Chulalongkorn Day Wednesday 23 October, 2019
King Rama IX Birthday Thursday 5 December, 2019
Makha Bucha Day Monday 10 February, 2020
Labour Day Friday 1 May, 2020
isaka-Buoha-Dey +

J ! )
We are cancelling Visaka Bucha day to provide a makeup day for our COVID-19 closure on Friday 28
February

Queens Birthday Wednesday 3 June, 2020

Payment dates

Term 1 due date Friday 26 July, 2019 |
Term 2 due date Friday 29 November, 2019 i
Term 3 due date Friday 13 March, 2020 "
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Community Partnership Programme (CPP)
UDIS operates a Community Partnership Programme (CPP) with local businesses in the Udon Thani area
who wish to support the school and its staff and students. Under the CPP, these businesses have offered
discounts and benefits to staff and students who present their UDIS ID card.

Find out more on our website
(http://www.udoninternational.com/en/general-information/cpp/)

or contact the School Office for more information.

Contact us

Office hours: 8.00am - 4.30pm
School Number; 042 110 379, 095 668 9636
(for all general enquiries)

Head of School: lindsay@udis.ac.th
Deputy Principal: john.e@udis.ac.th
Teaching and Learning Coordinator: emmi@udis.ac.th
Head of Thai Teacher: sineenard@udis.ac.th
Preschool teacher: charlofte@udis.ac.th
K1 teacher: phibzia@udis.ac.th
K2 teacher: jone@udis.ac.th
Y1 teacher: rachel@udis.ac.th
Y2 teacher: john.k@udis.ac.th
Y3 teacher: kane@udis.ac.th
Y4 teacher: seth@udis.ac.th
< Y5 teacher: john.e@udis.ac.th

- Y6 teacher: mark@udis.ac.th

Y7 teacher: cynthia@udis.ac.th
School Office Manager: siri@udis.ac.th
Admissions Manager: manatchaya@udis.ac.th

Email suggestion box: suggestions@udis.ac.th
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Add us on Line
@udis
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